Year 5/6 Curriculum
Newsletter

Autumn Term 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

\

Welcome to the first curriculum newsletter of the new school year. Here you will find
details of the learning your children will be undertaking during the first term of the year,
along with some other key information.

We are very excited to be welcoming your children into Year 5/6. They have adapted well
to our new daily routines.

Doors will open at 8:35 and close at 8:45. We will start teaching promptly at 8:50. To avoid

missing any learning, we would appreciate you help in ensuring the children are in school on
time.

/
PE & Games \

Children will take part in the Daily Mile every day and have PE lessons on the
following days:

2TIW: Tuesday and Wednesday Some children will be swimming on

. Tuesday afternoons to ensure they
2ZN: Monday and Tuesday can swim 25 metres. You will have
2LR: Monday and Tuesday received a letter if your child is
2KT: Tuesday and Thursday SR e

2MD: TUCSdGY (Mondays after half term) and Tth'SdC(y

Children can come to school on PE days wearing their PE uniform. Where children want to wear
shorts like gym or cycling style shorts, then these should be worn underneath their PE leggings/
tracksuits.

PE Kit uniform consists of:

Plain black leggings or tracksuit bottoms that are not see through

Plain royal blue T -Shirt which may or may not have the school logo on

A royal blue hoody which may or may not have the school logo on

Plain black PE shorts/cycling style shorts that cover most of the thigh area

Plain white, black, grey or royal blue socks that do not have a sporting or other logo on.
Plain black trainers

Sporting wear with logos or ‘team kits’ are not permitted e.g. Leicester City Football kits.




ﬂ:urriculum

Subject Autumn 1 Autumn 2
Science Electricity Evolution and Inheritance
History - What was the impact of WW2?
Geography How does my continent compare
to the Americas?
Art Drawing: Freda Khalo -
DT - Electrical systems:
Alarm circuits
RE Creation and Science: Why do some people believe in
conflicting or complementary? God and some not?
PE Balancing Kicking
Dodging / evasion Striking with an implement
Computing E -safety We are computational thinkers
We are toy makers
Music Technology structure and form Pitch
French Phonics / Habitats Goldilocks
Life Learning VIPs Safety First
\ Relationships
/
Maths

-

This term we are focusing on place value, number, calculation, fractions and geometry
(position and direction). Where needed, we will be revising skills learnt last year.
The children all have a login for TT Rockstars to keep practising times tables facts and
increase speed of recall. Please encourage your child to use this at home at least three
times weekly (20 minutes minimum in total)




\

English

This term we are starting the year looking at a book called "'The Turtle Who Turned the
Tide' and writing a descriptive narrative. Over the term, we will be writing an extended
narrative based on the text 'The Arrival' by Shaun Tan. We will be studying ‘Windrush Child'
by Benjamin Zephaniah and writing a persuasive campaign from this. We will be writing a
narrative poem based on the text 'The Promise’ by Nicola Davies. Using ‘Can we save the
tiger?' by Martin Jenkins, we will be writing a discussion text. Our grammar and spelling
will be incorporated into all these units of learning.

/

Science \

Electricity

This half term, we will investigate circuits and associate the brightness of a lamp or the
volume of a buzzer with the number and voltage of cells used in the circuit. We will
compare and give reasons for variations in how components function, including the
brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers and the on/off position of switches. We will
use recognised symbols when representing a simple circuit in a diagram. We will work
scientifically by systematically identifying the effect of changing one component at a time
in a circuit. We will also design and make a set of traffic lights, a burglar alarm or some
other useful circuit.

Evolution and Adaptation

Next half term, we will learning the key concepts of evolution and inheritance by building

on prior learning of animal characteristics and fossils. We will learn about inherited traits
and apply this knowledge to various animals and plants. We will learn about the work of

Mary Anning and Charles Darwin. We will learn about the history of humans and discover
links between extinct animals and those which are still living today. //

~

History — What effect did WW2 have on Hugglescote?

This term we will be learning about how and why World War Two began, explaining the main
reason. We will find out about the Blitz and why it was so important. We will find out about
the impact of WW?2 on people in Hugglescote, especially children. We will look at the local
areas of Leicestershire that were bombed and the impact this had. We will know the impact
of the war on women including how their role changed throughout this time. To support our
learning in this topic, we will be visiting Beaumanor Hall for a WW?2 day, dressing up and
experiencing life as evacuees.




/Geography — How does my continent compare to the
Americas?

This half term, we are using atlases and learning what a continent is, the
countries in North and South America as well as capital cities. We will

be learning about the different climates and biomes, and longitude and

latitude. We will be examining the physical and human geographical features
Americas and compare this to our locality by carrying out fieldwork. Finally, we
will learn about the ancient and modern wonders of the world as well as natural wonders of
the Americas.

/Ar't - Drawing: Freda Khalo
This half term, we will be studying the life and artwork of Frida Kahlo, a world-famous
Mexican artist best known for her striking self-portraits.
The children will explore how Kahlo used drawing, symbolism, scale, and proportion to
express her identity and emotions.
By the end of the unit, pupils will have created a final drawing inspired by Frida Kahlo
which shows their understanding of proportion, symbolism, and expression.

-

-
DT - Electrical systems
This half term, the children will use their knowledge of electricity from science lessons to construct
an electrical alarm system. They will research and plan their alarm design as well as investigating
different types of switches that could be used.

-

/Home Learning

e Sats Companion (Year 6 only): Each Friday, a maths and English task will be set. Tt
will be due to be completed by the following Thursday.

e TT Rockstars: 20 minutes over the week.

e Reading - We expect that the children read at least 4 times a week at home. The
more your child reads the better.

o Spelling book - a weekly task will be set each Monday fo practice at home.




Independence

Now the children have moved into upper key stage 2 we will be actively encouraging
them to develop their independence, as they are now the oldest in the school and
becoming role models for the younger children.

This independence will also prepare them for Year 6 and Secondary school.

Educational Visits this term

e Warning Zone: Monday 11" September

e Geography local walk: week beginning 28™ September

e Beaumanor Hall World War Two day: Monday 26™/Tuesday 27™ October (see
letter for which day specific classes are attending)

~

Our relationship with you

Should you have any queries relating to your child, homework or school, please do
not hesitate to contact us via the home contact book, school office or Weduc.
We will take every opportunity to speak with you as soon as possible - Please note
though that we will be unable to reply fo any messages sent at the weekend until
the Monday. Messages sent in the evening may not get seen until the next day. If
it is important and you need to speak to us, please contact the office. Thank you
for your continued support with your child's learning.

Parents evening will be 13™ and 15™ October.

Mrs North, Mrs Watson, Mrs Raynor, Miss Taylor, and Mr Daren.




